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Reprint  from 

THE  FARMVILLE  HERALD 
April  20,  1928 


»«0*l  IfMlqj  Jl 


ARCHIBALD  McROBERT, 
Patriot,  Scholar,  Man  of  God 


An  Address  Before  the  Daughters  of  the  Am¬ 
erican  Revolution  Chapter,  of  Farmville , 
February  J92S,  By  Dr. ./.  D.  Eggleston 


|^N  the  fall  of  192G,  Dr.  Charles  W.  Dabney,  while 
j!tC  a  guest  in  my  home;  mentioned  to  me  that  Capt; 
j£p>  James  A.  Baker,  a  prominent  lawyer  of  Houston, 
Texas,  was  a  descendant  of  Daniel  Baker,  noted  Presby¬ 
terian  preacher,  evangelist,  and  educator,  who  had  entered 
Hampden-Sydney  in  1811.  Daniel  Baker  founded  Austin 
College,  in  Texas;  and  Daniel  Baker  College,  at  Browns¬ 
ville,  Texas,  was  named  for  him.  He  married  in  1816 
Elizabeth  B.  McRobert,  daughter  of  Theodorick  B.  Mc- 
Robert  and  grand  daughter  of  Archibald  McRobert.  It 
may  be  said  in  passing  that  Theodorick  McRobert  in  Oc¬ 
tober  1792  married  Agnes  Morton,  with  the  consent  of 
her  guardian  and  uncle,  Jacob  Morton.  Agnes  Morton 
was  the  daughter  of  Josiah  Morton,  then  deceased,  of 
Charlotte  County,  and  his  wife  Elizabeth  Venable,  who 
was  the  daughter  of  Abraham  Venable  and  Martha  Davis. 
Josiah  Morton  was  the  son  of  Joseph  Morton  and  Agnes 
Woodson. 

I  had  for  some  time  been  hoping  that  some  way 
could  be  found  to  remove  the  dust  of  Archibald  McRobert 
from  an  old  field  to  College  Church  Cemetery  and  to 
have  a  suitable  stone  placed  over  his  grave;  and  this 
seemed  to  me  to  be  the  opportunity.  So  I  mentioned 
to  Dr.  Dabney  that  Captain  Baker  was  a  descendant  of 
Archibald  McRobert,  and  told  him  of  the  neglected  grave. 
Dr.  Dabney  kindly  introduced  Captain  Baker  and  myself 
by  correspondence,  and  last  May,  thanks  to  his  prompt 
response  to  my  suggestion,  Captain  Baker  had  the  dust 
removed  and  a  suitable  stone  placed  over  the  new  grave 
of  this  worthy  patriot. 

When  Prince  Edward  County  was  taken  from  Amelia 
County  in  1754,  an  Episcopal  church  was  standing  about 
two  hundred  yards  east  of  the  homes  of  Mr.  John 
Rodgers  and  of  his  father,  the  late  Mr.  Branch  Rodgers, 
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at  Kingsville.  Here  in  1807  Archibald  McRobert  was 
laid  to  rest.  After  the  War  of  the  Revolution  the  church, 
known  as  French’s  church,  fell  into  disuse  and  was  sold 
and  taken  down.  Only  a  few  scattered  brick  remain 
today  to  mark  the  spot,  which  is  now  grown  up  with 
trees  and  underbrush.  Tradition  says  that  some  of  the 
timbers  were  used  to  build  “White  Hall,”  between  Kings¬ 
ville  and  the  old  Mettauer  home;  and  that  some  of  the 
timbers  were  used  in  the  old  College  Hall.  The  old 
pulpit,  now  made  into  a  table,  is  in  the  home  of  Misses 
Anna  and  Sallie  Dickinson. 

At  the  close  of  the  Revolution  a  body  of  French 
soldiers  encamped  at  Kingsville,  and  tradition  states  that 
seventy  of  them  died  of  smallpox,  the  church  being  used 
as  a  hospital.  The  graves  of  these  soldiers  can  still  be 
seen  in  the  old  field  nearby,  and  from  time  to  time 
French  coins  have  been  plowed  up.  Let  me  say  here 
that  I  believe  it  would  be  worth  while  for  the  ladies 
of  the  Farmville  chapter  of  the  D.  A.  R.  to  petition 
our  Representatives  in  Congress  to  ,  take  steps  for 
a  Federal  appropriation  to  erect  a  monument,  and  to  set 
off  this  spot,  where  these  soldiers  are  buried.  This  spot, 
as  you  know,  is  on  Route  No.  32,  and  a  monument  there 
would  be  most  interesting  to  the  thousands  of  tourists 
who  are  passing  through.  It  is  interesting  to  add  here 
that  the  great  surgeon,  John  Peter  Mettauer,  son  of  the 
Dr.  Francis  Joseph  Mettauer,  who  was  the  surgeon  to 
these  French  troops,  married  Margaret  Carter,  a  daughter 
of  Samuel  Carter,  a  distinguished  officer  in  the  War  of 
the  Revolution,  and  his  wife  Elizabeth  McRobert,  who 
was  a  daughter  of  Archibald  McRobert. 

From  Captain  Baker  I  have  been  able  to  get  an 
exact  copy  of  a  paper  now  in  the  hands  of  his  sister, 
Mrs.  George  Thompson: 

“Tho:  London. 

I  do  declare  that  I  will  conform  to  the 
Liturgy  of  the  Church  of  England  as  it  is  now 
by  Law  established, — 

Arch’  McRobert. 

This  declaration  was  made  and  subscribed 
before  us  by  the  said  Archibald  McRobert  (Clerk) 


<!  i>wrui'j  n*  <  v  d  ci  t 

■  •  . 

^  ^  i’  »  *< 


•  u  r‘  :  ft*  i  -iV 

-  ***!  ?a 


t,r  ,  1  '  J  1  .  *  J  rd  r  I 

«an:}*i!> 

"  ’  'J:  ':  11  ■<  '■■'  tmn  ,110  to! vV!.H  ,,f» . 

U  '  ^  k  /rif  J*lA  O  TO'*!1  3  8BW~ 


n  >»d  #v«4  X  •>»*««  n/*!.!*!)  mor'3 

.n-brrnj  :#rf'r“ 

8,1 '  °*  ™»o»»o»  I'lw  I  ,  ob  I 

Wu"  “  "  1  f'«^"  1  -■  *>-.•*>  t  dr  it.  is*a^J 


Page  five 


to  be  licensed  to  perform  the  Ministerial  Office 
in  the  Province  of  Virginia  in  America,  the 
25th  of  February,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  1761, 
and  in  the  thirteenth  year  of  our  Translations.” 

That  Archibald  McRobert  had  the  entree  to  the  best 
social  circles  of  the  day,  is  indicated  by  his  marriage  to 
Elizabeth  Munford,  daughter  of  Robert  Munford  and  his 
wife  Anna  Bland.  I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  find  the 
date  of  this  marriage,  but  Elizabeth  Munford  was  born 
September  27,  1733,  in  Prince  George  County.  Robert 
Munford  was  a  Burgess  for  Prince  George  County,  Vir¬ 
ginia,  in  1736,  1738,  and  1740.  He  was  a  son  of  Robert 
Munford  and  Martha,  daughter  of  Richard  Kennon  of 
“Conjuror’s  Neck.”  Richard  Kennon  was  a  vestryman 
in  Bristol  Parish,  in  Prince  George  County,  and  a  Bur¬ 
gess  in  1720  and  1722. 

Anna  (Bland)  Munford,  mother  of  Elizabeth  (Mun¬ 
ford)  McRobert,  was  the  daughter  of  Richard  Bland  of 
“Jordan’s  Point”,  and  his  wife  Elizabeth  Randolph,  who 
was  the  daughter  of  Col.  William  Randolph  of  “Turkey 
Island,”  and  his  wife  Mary  Isham.  Col.  Randolph  was  a 
Burgess  and  a  member  of  the  Council  of  Virginia. 

The  Virginia  Historical  Magazine,  Vol.  36,  page  75, 
states  that  Robert  Munford  died  in  1744.  In  the  District 
Court  Book  for  1789, — September  court — Prince  Edward 
County,  it  is  stated  that  he  made  his  will  September  8, 
1743;  that  he  died  in  1745;  that  he  left  a  widow  Anna, 
who  died  in  1770;  that  their  son  Theodorick  died  in 
1772;  that  their  son  Robert  died  in  1783;  and  that  their 
daughter  Elizabeth  had  married  Archibald  McRobert. 

The  earliest  mention  of  Archibald  McRobert  in  the 
Chesterfield  County  records  is  found  in  Deed  Book  6,  P. 
217,  June  24,  1769,  when  he  signs  a  deed  as  attorney  in 
fact  for  Reverend  Thomas  Wilkinson,  rector  of  Nottoway 
Parish  in  Amelia  County. 

On  February  6,  1773  (D.  B.  7,  page  211),  George 
Smith  of  Goochland  County  sold  to  Archibald  McRobert, 
for  257  pounds,  300  acres  of  land  “on  Tomahawk  and 
Horsepen  Branch”  in  Chesterfield  County;  and  on  July 
1,  1773,  Smith  sold  to  McRobert,  for  100  pounds,  156 
acres  “on  the  branches  of  Tomahawk,  being  land  origi- 
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nally  granted  to  Perrin  Giles  by  letters  patent  bearing 
date  12  January,  1746.”  McRobert  sold  401  acres  of  this 
land  on  November  20,  1777,  when  he  had  become  a  citi¬ 
zen  of  Princ'e  Edward  County.  From  the  general  descrip¬ 
tion  and  names  of  witnesses  and  landowners  mentioned 
in  these  deeds,  this  land  was  probably  between  Midlo¬ 
thian  and  Swift  Creek. 

McRobert  was  evidently  a  man  of  strong  individu¬ 
ality  and  independence  of  thought.  The  Chesterfield 
County  Records  show  that  he  was  indicted  at  the  May 
Court  1772,  as  follows:  “The  Reverend  Archibald  Mc¬ 
Robert,  Minister  of  Dale  Parish,  for  making  use  of 
Hymns,  or  Poems,  in  the  Church  Service,  instead  ol 
David’s  Psalms,  contrary  to  law  within  twelve  months 
last  past.”  The  case  came  to  trial  at  the  March  Court, 
1774,  and  the  jury,  after  hearing  the  argument,  render¬ 
ed  the  following  verdict,  'which  might  be  called  a  “dog- 
fall”:  “We,  of  the  Jury,  do  find  that  the  Deft,  has  used 
Hymns,  or  Poems,  other  than  the  Psalms  of  David  after 
the  Communion  Service  and  after  Sermon.  If,  upon  the 
whole,  the  Law  be  against  the  Deft,  we  find  him  guilty, 
but  if  the  Law  be  for  the  Deft,  we  find  him  not  guilty.” 
The  case  was  continued,  but  apparently  never  came  to 
trial  again. 

It  is  equally  evident  that  by  1774  McRobert  was  re¬ 
garded  by  his  fellow-citizens  of  Chesterfield  County  as 
one  of  the  first  citizens  of  the  County,  and  at  that  early 
date  a  staunch  supporter  of  the  rights  of  the  American 
Colonies.  In  the  American  Archives,  4th  series,  Vol.  1., 
page  538,  is  the  following  paper: 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Freeholders  and  others,  Inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  County  of  Chesterfield,  at  the  Court  House 
of  the  said  County,  on  Thursday,  the  14th  of  July,  1774, 
to  take  into  consideration  the  present  very  alarming  sit¬ 
uation  of  this  Colony: 

The  Reverend  Archibald  McRobert  being  unanimously 
chosen  Moderator, 

Resolved,'  nemine  contradicente,  That  we  are  ready 
and  willing,  at  the  expense  of  our  lives  and  fortunes, 
to  defend  and  maintain  his  Majesty’s  right  and  title  to 
the  Crown  of  Great  Britain,  and  his  American  Domin¬ 
ions,  against  all  his  enemies,  and  w?  do  profess  all  just 
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obedience  and  fidelity  to  his  sacred  person  and  Government 

Resolved,  That  the  sole  right  of  making  laws  for 
the  Government  of  this  his  Majesty’s  ancient  Colony  and 
Dominion  of  Virginia,  and  for  raising  and  levying  taxes 
on  the  inhabitants  thereof,  ought  to  be,  and  is  vested  in 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  said  Colony,  and  cannot  be 
executed  by  any  other  power  without  danger  to  our 
liberties;  subject,  nevertheless,  as  our  custom  has  been, 
to  his  Majesty’s  approbation. 

Resolved,  That  every  other  of  his  Majesty’s  Domin¬ 
ions  in  America,  ought  to  be,  and  of  right  is  entitled  to, 
the  same  privileges  as  this  Colony. 

Resolved,  That  the  present  demand  of  money  as  a 
duty  upon  tea  imported  into  this,  or  any  other  Colony 
in  America,  under  the  authority  of  the  British  Colony, 
“for  the  sole  purpose  of  raising  a  revenue  in  America’’, 
without-  the  consent  of  our  Representatives,  is  arbi¬ 
trary  and  unjust,  is  subversion  of  the  ancient  and  con¬ 
stitutional  mode  of  levying  money  upon  British  subjects, 
and  evidently  calculated  to  fix  a  precedent  for  future 
demands  of  the  same  nature,  and  by  that  means  reduce 
the  Colonies  to  a  state  of  slavery,  and  that  all  persons 
aiding  in  the  execution  of  such  laws  be  considered  as 
enemies  to  the  freedom  of  British  subjects. 

Resolved,  That  the  Act  of  the  British  Parliament  for 
depriving  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Boston,  in  our 
sister  Colony  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  of  their  lawful 
trade,  as  also  the  Bills  brought  into  the  House  of  Com¬ 
mons  of  Great  Britian,  one  of  which  Bills  is  entitled, 
“A  Bill  for  the  impartial  administration  of  justice  in 
the  cases  of  persons  questioned  for  any  act  done  by 
them  in  the  execution  of  the  law,  or  for  the  suppression 
of  riots  or  tumults  in  the  Province  of  the  Massachu¬ 
setts  Bay,  in  New  England”,  are  unjust,  arbitrary,  and 
unconstitutional;  and  although  levelled  particularly 
against  one  of  our  first  Colonies,  yet  ought  to  be  resented 
with  the  same  indignation  by  this,  and  every  Colony,  as 
if  all  of  them  were  included  in  the  said  Act  and  Bills. 

Resolved,  That  an  extensive  Association  ought  to 
be  entered  into  and  that  no  goods  or  commodities  of  any 
kind  whatsoever  ought  to  be  imported  from  Great  Brit¬ 
ain  into  this  Colony  after  the  first  day  of  August  next, 
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except  medicines,  paper,  books,  needles,  cotton,  wool, 
and  clothiers  cards,  steel,  gunpowder,  oznabrigs,  hempen 
rolls,  negro  cotton,  and  plains,  Dutch  blankets,  saltpetre, 
and  implements  necessary  for  the  manufacture  of  woollens 
and  linen;  and  that  all  and  every  person  who  has  sent 
orders  to  Great  Britain  for  any  article  except  such  as 
are  already  accepted,  ought  to  embrace  the  first  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  countermand  such  orders. 

Resolved,  That  any  inhabitant,  of  this  Colony  who 
shall  import  any  article  not  allowed  by  this  Association, 
or  purchase  from  any  other  person  who  shall  import 
such  articles,  except  already  ordered,  shall  be  deemed  a 
betrayer  of  the  liberties  of  his  country;  and  that  we 
will  not  hold  friendship,  or  have  connection  with  such 
offending  person. 

Resolved,  That  every  kind  of  luxury,  extravagance, 
and  dissipation,  should  now  and  at  all  times,  be  care¬ 
fully  discouraged,  and  that  an  extensive  plan  of  estab¬ 
lishing  manufactures  amongst  the  inhabitants  of  this, 
and  the  other  Colonies  in  North  America,  should  im¬ 
mediately  be  adopted  as  the  only  possible  means  of  avoid¬ 
ing  a  dependent  commercial  connection  which  hath  hith¬ 
erto  subsisted  between  the  Colonies  and  Great  Britain, 
which  hath  induced  an  arbitrary  and  designing  Admin¬ 
istration  to  attempt  the  total  destruction  of  our  rights 
and  liberties;  and  that  to  carry  the  same  more  effectually 
into  execution,  subscriptions  be  opened  for  that  purpose 
under  proper  regulations. 

Resolved,  That  to  dissolve  the  General  Assembly 
of  the  Colony  setting  for  the  despatch  of  publick  busi¬ 
ness,  “because  they  enter  into  a  consideration  of  the 
grievances  ‘under  which  they  labor,  and  nobly  assert 
their  right  to  freedom”,  is  arbitrary  and  oppressive,  a 
manifest  proof  of  a  fixed  intention  to  destroy  the  ancient 
constitutional  legislative  authority  in  the  Colony,  and 
directly  contradictory  to  the  spirit  of  the  acknowledg¬ 
ments  made  in  favour  of  the  rights  of  British  people. 

Resolved,  That  this  Colony  ought  not  to  hold  any 
commercial  intercourse  with  any  of  the  Colonies  in 
North  America  that  shall  refuse  to  adopt  proper  meas¬ 
ures  for  procuring  a  redress  of  our  grievances. 

Resolved,  That  the  town  of  Boston  is  now  suffering 
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in  the  cause  of  American  liberty;  that  her  safety  and 
protection  is,  and  ought  to  be,  the  common  cause  of  the 
other  Colonies;  and  that  their  relief  ought  to  be  attempted 
by  all  proper  and  constitutional  ways  and  means  in  our 
power. 

Resolved,  That  we  do  most  heartily  concur  with 
the  late  Representatives  of  this  Colony  in  their  senti¬ 
ments  delivered  at  the  meeting  held  in  Williamsburg 
after  the  dissolution  of  the  last  Assembly.  We  return 
them  our  warmest  thanks  for  their  spirited  conduct  on 
that  and  every  other  occasion,  and  entreat  their  steady 
and  determined  attention  to  the  same  principles,  at  the 
meeting  to  be  held  on  the  first  day  of  August  next  in  the 
City  of  Williamsburg. 

Resolved,  That  Archibald  Cary  and  Benjamin  Wat¬ 
kins  our  late  worthy  Representatives,  together  with  the 
Representatives  to  be  chosen  for  this  county  in  the  next 
Assembly,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  Deputies  on 
the  part  of  the  freeholders  and  inhabitants  of  this  county, 
to  meet  such  Deputies  as  shall  be  appointed  by  the  other 
counties  and  corporations  in  this  Colony,  in  the  City  of 
Williamsburg,  on  the  first  day  of  August  next,  to  take 
under  their  consideration  the  several  grievances  under 
which  this,  and  the  other  American  Colonies,  are  at 
present  labouring,  to  concert  and  deliberate  upon  proper 
ways  and  means  to  procure  redress  of  those  grievances, 
and  that  they,  together  with  such  Deputies  as  shall  be 
then  and  there  assembled,  do  nominate  proper  persons 
on  the  part  of  this  Colony,  to  meet  such  Deputies  as  shall 
be  appointed  upon  the  part  of  the  other  Continental  Colo¬ 
nies  in  a  general  Congress,  to  consult  and  agree  upon  a 
firm  and  indissoluble  union  and  association  for  preserv¬ 
ing,  by  the  best  and  most  proper  means,  their  common 
rights  and  liberties. 

Resolved,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  meeting  transmit  to 
the  printers  of  both  Gazettes  copies  of  these  Resolutions 
with  the  earnest  request  of  this  county  that  the  other 
counties  and  corporations  within  the  Colony  will  appoint 
Deputies  to  meet  at  the  time  and  place,  and  for  the  pur¬ 
poses  aforesaid. 


GERMAN  BAKER,  Clerk  to  Meeting 
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Archibald  McRobert  became  the  minister  of  St. 
Patrick’s  Parish,  in  Prince  Edward  County,  in  1777,  suc¬ 
ceeding  the  Rev.  James  Garden.  In  May,  1776,  he  had 
bought  270  acres  of  land  next  to  the  glebe  lands  in 
Prince  Edward,  and  another  tract  next  to  the  lands  of 
Peyton  Randolph  and  others.  In  August,  1788,  he  bought 
from  the  Vestry  of  St.  Patrick’s  Parish — Thomas  Scott, 
Benjamin  and  Thomas  Haskins,  John  Nash,  Peter  John¬ 
ston  Sen'r,  Peter  Legrand,  Philemon  Holcombe,  and 
William  Bibb,  Gentlemen — 500  acres  of  “land  hitherto 
held  and  possessed  as  the  glebe  of  said  Parish  and 
County.” 

His  ardent  patriotism  and  independent  views  led  him 
to  withdraw  from  the  Establishment  about  1779.  He 
continued  to  preach,  but  finding  himself  more  and  more 
in  accord  with  the  Presbyterian  church,  which  was 
rapidly  growing  at  that  time  in  this  section,  he  united 
with  that  church  in  1787.  His  charges  had  been  the 
French  church,  at  Kingsville,  the  Sandy  River  church, 
and  Walker’s  church,  near  Prospect.  The  Sandy  River 
church,  built  in  1763,  still  stands,  and  is  now  owned  by 
the  Baptists. 

At  a  meeting’of  the  vestry  in  December,  1762,  it  was 
decided  “to  advertise  letting  of  Sandy  River  church  in 
The  Virginia  Gazette  to  be  let  25th  of  March  next.”  And 
at  the  November  meeting,  1763,  is  found  the  following 
entry  in  the  minutes  of  the  vestry:  “To  William  Davison 
for  three  acres  of  land  where  Sandy  River  Church 
stands  to  be  payd  when  he  makes  a  Deed  ...  3.  4.  6.” 

In  November,  1775,  Archibald  McRobert  qualified  as 
a  trustee  of  Hampden-Sydney  Academy,  and  in  1783  as 
a  Charter  Trustee  of  the  College.  He  resigned  in  1795, 
doubtless  because  of  ill  health.  The  Minutes  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  the  College  show  that  he  was  very 
active  in  his  interest  in  the  College  and  often  presided  at 
the  meetings  of  the  Board. 

Bishop  Meade,  in  his  “Old  Churches,  Ministers,  and 
Families  of  Virginia”  (Vol.  2,  page  448-49),  says  of  Mc¬ 
Robert:  “He  was  the  bosom  friend  of  Mr.  Jarratt  for 
a  number  of  years,  but  left  the  Church  about  the  year 
1779,  during  the  war,  and  after  the  Church  had  become 
very  unpopular.  His  defense  of  this  act  will,  I  think. 
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be  considered  by  nearly  all  as  a  very  weak  one.  He  was 
not  the  minister  of  Dale  Parish  at  the  time,  but  one  in 
Prince  Edward.  His  letter  in  reply  to  two  written  to 
him  by  Mr.  Jarratt,  inquiring  into  the  truth  of  his  report¬ 
ed  change,  and  as  to  his  reasons  for  it,  is  dated  Providence, 
July  13,  1780.  This  was  the  name  of  the  glebe  near 
Prince  Edward  Court  House.  In  it  he  says: 

Upon  the  strictest  inquiry  it  appears  to  me  that  the 
Church  of  Christ  is  truly  and  properly  independent ;  and  / 
am  a  Dissenter  under  that  denomination.  Ecclesiastical 
matters  among  the  Presbyterians  I  find  every  day  verging 
toward  my  sentiments ,  and  will,  I  believe,  terminate  there. 
There  is  very  little  that  divides  us  even  now.  They  con¬ 
stantly  attend  ■ my  p'oor  ministry.  Several  of  Mr.  Sanky's 
people  have  joined  my  congregation  and  I  have  lately  had 
a  7nost  delightful  communion-season  at  Cumberland,  where 
I  assisted  Mr.  Smitlu, at  the  urgent  request  of  himself  and 
the  elders.  Soon  after  my  dissent,  as  my  concern  for  the 
people  had  suffered  no  change,  I  drew  up  a  set  of  articles 
including  the  essential  parts  of  natural  and  revealed  re¬ 
ligion,  together  with  the  Constitution  and  Discipline  of  the 
Christian  Church,  and  proposed  them  to  their  considera¬ 
tion;  since  which  they  have  formed  a  congregation  at  the 
chapel,  and  a  few  have  acceded  at  French's  and  Sandy 
River.  I  preach  at  the  churches  by  permission,  and  intend 
to  continue,  God  willing,  until  the  first  of  January,  at 
which  time,  if  congregations  should  not  be  formed  at  the 
lower  churches,  my  time  will  be  confined  to  the  chapel,  and 
such  other  place  or  places  as  Providence  may  point  out 
and  the  good  spirit  of  God  unite  his  peopie  at.” 

The  Mr.  Sanky  mentioned  in  the  above  letter  was 
Rev.  Richard  Sankey,  a  Presbyterian  minister,  born  in 
North  Ireland,  who  became  an  Academy  Trustee  in  1775. 
and  a  Charter  Trustee  of  the  College  in  1783.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  Prince  Edward 
County  in  1775.  He  has  descendants  living  in  the  South. 
The  Mr.  Smith  mentioned  in  the  letter  was  probably 
President  John  Blair  Smith  of  Ilampden-Sydney. 

Bishop  Meade  continues:  “It  appears  that,  failing  to 
attach  his  old  Episcopal  congregations  to  the  Independent 
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Church,  which  he  was  endeavoring  to  establish,  he  after¬ 
ward  connected  himself  with  the  Presbyterian,  which 
was  then  gaining  ground  in  that  region,  as  we  find  him 
spoken  of  as  a  minister  of  that  communion.  Of  his  sub¬ 
sequent  history  we  know  little.  That  he  was  a  pious 
and  conscientious  man  we  are  welll  convinced.  A  corre¬ 
spondent,  (not  of  the  Episcopal  communion),  who  seems 
well  acquainted  with  the  history  of  this  period  and 
region,  writes  thus  concerning  Mr.  McRoberts: — “He  was, 
like  many  other  of  the  old  Episcopal  clergy,  a  Scotch¬ 
man  by  birth.  The  opinion  you  express  concerning  him 
was,  I  dare  say,  the  general  one,  and  is  certainly  the 
judgment  of  charity.  There  were  persons,  however,  who 
thought  that  he  showed  something  of  the  wariness  of 
his  countrymen  in  abandoning  a  sinking  ship.” 

At  this  late  day,  when  the  passions  of  the  time  have 
cooled,  it  appears  that  Archibald  McRobert  was  not  show¬ 
ing  “something  of  the  wariness  of  his  countrymen  in 
abandoning  a '  sinking  ship”  when  in  1772  he  was  cou¬ 
rageous  enough  and  independent  enough  to  “use  Hymns, 
or  Poems,  instead  of  the  Psalms  of  David”;  an  offense 
so  grave  that  he  was  indicted  for  it  in  the  County  Court. 
Nor  can  he  be  accused  of  “abandoning  a  sinking  ship,” 
when,  in  July  1774,  he  was  Chairman  of  the  meeting  of 
citizens  of  Chesterfield  County,  which ,  passed  the  bold 
resolutions  quoted  above.  He  was  a  Scotsman  of  ex¬ 
cellent  abilities  and  education,  and  a  fearless  leader  and 
thinker  in  a  time  of  stress  and  storm. 

His  abilities,  his  patriotism,  and  his  deep  interest  in 
education,  were  recognized  in  Prince  Edward  County  in 
1775,  when  he  was  still  a  citizen  of  Chesterfield  County; 
for  in  November  1775,  he  was  elected  a  trustee  of  Ilamp- 
den-Sydney  Academy,  his  name  being  the  second  on  the 
list. 

Archibald  McRobert’s  will,  written  in  a  clear,  bold, 
hand,  was  recorded  December  21,  1807,  in  Prince  Edward 
County.  In  it  he  mentions  his  son,  Ebenezer;  his  daugh¬ 
ter,  Elizabeth  Carter,  wife  of  Samuel  Carter;  his  son, 
Theodorick;  and  his  wife  Elizabeth.  He  left  to  his  son 
Ebenezer  certain  books  from  his  library,  “and  as  to  the 
rest  of  my  books,  my  will  is  that  such  of  them  as  may 
coincide  with  the  design  of  the  theological  library  lately 
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instituted  at  Hampden-Sydney  College,  be  given  to  the 
Trustees  of  that  Institution  and  to  their  successors  for¬ 
ever  for  the  benefit  thereof.  Particularly,  my  desire  is 
that  Pool’s  Annotations  on  the  Holy  Bible,  Dr.  Campbell's 
Gospel,  Dr.  Reynold's,  and  the  works  of  Rev’d.  Ralph 
Erskine,  Dodridge's  Lectures  and  Doctor  South’s  Sermons, 
shall  be  of  the  number  of  the  books  designed  in  this  be¬ 
quest.”  He  orders  that  several  manuscripts  of  proposed 
books  be  destroyed. 

One  loves  to  dwell  on  a  note  of  thoughtfulness  and 
tenderness  found  in  the  concluding  paragraphs  of  his 
will.  “My  beloved  wife,  Elizabeth  McRobert,”  he  says, 

“shall,  at  her  option,  reside  where  she  may  think  best  .  .  . 

My  design  in  this  is  to  free  her  from  all  embarrassment 
in  the  management  of  negroes  and  all  perplexing  cares 
of  a  domestick  kind,  and  from  a  confidence  which  I  have 
that  my  son,  Theodorick  B  .McRobert,  and  my  son-in-law, 

Samuel  Carter,  will  accomplish  my  desire  and  so  consult 
the  comfort  of  their  mother  as  to  render  her  remaining 
days  as  peaceful  and  tranquil  as  may  be.  But  if  she 
should  not  be  satisfied  with  this,  she  may  choose  what 
part  of  the  estate  she  pleases  and  occupy  the  same, 
without  interruption,  during  her  pleasure.”  I  do  not  know 
the  date  of  her  death.  She  was  living  in  March,  1815. 

Bishop  Meade  quotes  a  local  correspondent  as  follows: 

“Most  of  the  able-bodied  men  of  Prince  Edward 
were  off  with  the  army,  on  duty  elsewhere,  when 
Tarleton  with  his  troop  of  cavalry  made  his  foray 
through  that  and  the  neighboring  counties.  He 
visited  sundry  houses  in  Prince  Edward,  attempted 
to  frighten  women  and  children,  destroyed  much 
furniture,  and  otherwise  did  wanton  mischief.  A  de¬ 
tachment  was  also  sent  to  the  glebe,  and  Mr.  Mc- 
Roberts  had  hardly  time  to  escape.  They  ripped 
open  feather-beds,  broke  mirrors,  etc.,  and  went  off, 
having  set  fire  to  the  house.  It  burned  slowly  at 
first,  but  the  building  would  have  been  consumed  had 
not  a  shower  of  rain  come  up  suddenly  and  extinguish¬ 
ed  the  flames.  Mr.  McRoberts,  who  regarded  this  as 
a  special  interposition  of  Providence,  called  the  place 
Providence, — a  name  it  has  borne  to  this  day.” 
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It  is  good  to  know  that  the  dust  of  this  patriot, 
scholar,  and  man  of  God  now  rests  in  College  Church 
Cemetery,  and  that  a  suitable  stone  marks  the  spot. 


